Chapter II
*
FROM WINDLESTONE TO WAR
w
indlestone hall, near Bishop Auckland in County
Durham, has been the seat of the Edens for almost
four hundred years, and it was here that Robert Anthony
was born on June 12, 1897, ^ third son °f Sir William
and Lady Sybil. It is recorded that it was the hottest day
the year had known, with a sun-temperature of over a
hundred and twenty degrees.
The house itself, as an early topographer remarks, * is
seated on an easy inclination of the hill, with an eastern
aspect.* The old hall, that went back to the seventeenth
century, is gone; it was rebuilt in the thirties of the last
century by Sir Robert Johnson Eden, who laid out the new
building * on a handsome plan, with extensive offices, and
plantations.' It is this house which Anthony's grandfather
saw when he rode over one moonlit night to view the pro-
perty to which he had suddenly succeeded. Sir Timothy
(his grandson) paints the scene for us in his biography:
*On the brow of the hill a long, low, porticoed house
stood empty in the moonlight. A park, crossed by a silver
chain of ponds and splashed here and there with inky
shadows on its grey grass, swept up to a sunk fence where
a close-cropped lawn fell away from the house to meet it.
Behind the dull ochre mass of the building a further hill
stretched upwards yet to a crest of wind-torn beeches/
The Edens are native to this part of the country, the
Ferryhill district, over which once roamed the famous
brawn (or boar) of Brancepath, which, according to the
legend, was valiantly slain by Hodge of Ferry. As early
as 1413 we find records of a Robert de Eden hereabouts.
Surtees, the county historian, referring to the Preston estate

